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Topics:
1. Get  t o know us
2. Explor e
3. Pr epar e 
4 .Apply
5 .Key Takeaways
6 .Q&A

Goals:
★Give you a c ompr ehens ive under s t anding of  pr e-law r ec ommended 

c our sewor k  and law sc hool applic at ions
★Pr ovide inf or mat ion about  t he impor t anc e of  c ult ivat ing c o-

c ur r ic ular  exper ienc es  
★Connec t  you t o r esour c es  so t hat  you c an get  engaged at  UConn 

and beyond

Topics & Goals



1.
GET TO KNOW US

The PPA Staff and how to connect!
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Dr. Sarah Scheidel
Director

Krista Rogers
Assistant Director

Office of  Pre-Professional Advising

Chrissy Gray
Pre-Professional Advisor

Megan Baro
Pre-Professional Advisor

CJ Hibbert
Pre-Law Peer Ambassador

Sue Ruggiero
Program Assistant 

Makenzie Cossette
Pre-Law Peer Ambassador

https://prelaw.uconn.edu/contact/
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Where are we?
• ROWE Building, 4 t h F loor
• Vir t ual Webex appt s  or  dr op-ins
How can you connect w/us?
• J oin our  news let t er !
• Webs it e: pr elaw.uc onn.edu
• pr elaw@uc onn.edu
• uc onn_ pr elaw
• Wor kshops , appt s ., dr op-ins , e t c …
How do I make a one-on-one appointment?
• Nexus
Drop-in advising (10  minut es  or  less )
• Mondays  f r om 10 am – 12noon (In-Per son; c hec k-in out s ide of  Rowe 4 0 3)
• Tuesdays  f r om 11am – 12pm (Vir t ual via Webex)
• Wednesdays  f r om 2pm – 4 pm (Vir t ual via Webex)
• Thur sdays  f r om 2pm – 4 pm (In-Per son; c hec k-in out s ide of  Rowe 4 0 3)
• *All dr op-in appt s . should be limit ed t o t opic s  t hat  c an be c over ed in 10  minut es  or  f ewer .*

mailto:prelaw@uconn.edu
https://www.instagram.com/uconn_prelaw/
https://prelaw.uconn.edu/scheduling-appointments/events/
https://premed.uconn.edu/contact/
https://nexus.uconn.edu/secure_per/search_by_service2.php?dser=267


2.
EXPLORE

Clubs, Organizations, Resources, etc…



Clubs + Organizations

The UConn Mock Trial Team, UConn Law Society, UConn 
Empower ing Women in Law, t he Nat ional Blac k  Law St udent s  

Assoc iat ion–UConn c hapt er , USG, and UConn Moot  Cour t  (c oming 

soon) ar e  all law-r elat ed ext r ac ur r ic ular s . You c an also f ind mor e 

inf or mat ion at  UConnt ac t .

Develop or  disc over  your  pass ions

Engage in c ommunit y ser vic e

Impr ove your  t eamwor k  and 

leader ship sk ills

F ind an oppor t unit y f or  net wor k ing

Have f un!

https://uconntact.uconn.edu/


On-Campus Resources
Strengthen your skills and readiness 
f or  law sc hool

Engage wit h t he c ampus  c ommunit y

F ind f ulf illing employment  and/ or  
r esear c h oppor t unit ies

https://career.uconn.edu/

https://career.uconn.edu


3.
PREPARE

Academics, involvement, and more!



There is no correct “pre -law t r ac k” - you c an 

major  in anything as long as you perform well

Common majors: Political Science, History, 
Economics, Philosophy, Psychology, English

You CAN have a STEM major as a pre -law 
student! (ex. engineering majors can go on to be 
patent lawyers)

Choosing your Major

https://prelaw.uconn.edu/


Pre-Law Course Recommendations
Mathematics / Statistics

MATH 1020Q: Problem Solving
MATH 1070Q: Math for Business & Economics
STAT 1000Q: Introduction to Statistics / STAT 1100Q: Elementary Concepts in Statistics 

Philosophy / Sociology
PHIL 1102: Philosophy and Logic
PHIL 221Q: Symbolic Logic
PHIL 2215: Ethics
PHIL 2217: Social and Political Philosophy
SOCI 3823: The Sociology of Law - Global and Comparative Perspectives 

English (any writing courses are helpful)
ENGL 3601: The English Language
ENGL 3633W: The Rhetoric of Political Discourse in Literature and Society

Economics
ECON 1200, 1201 and 1202: Microeconomics & Macroeconomics
ECON 1108: Game Theory 

Communication
COMM 1100: Public Speaking 

*Any law -related courses from the History, Political Science, Sociology, Anthropology, etc. 

https://prelaw.uconn.edu/helpful-classes/


Research is not a requirement, but it is 
gr eat  exper ienc e and it  c an make you a mor e 
c ompet it ive law sc hool applic ant  

Resear c h Oppor t unit ies :
● Hols t er  Sc holar s  Pr ogr am 
● Bennet t  RA Pr ogr am 
● BOLD Women’s  Leader ship Net wor k  
● IDEA Gr ant , SHARE Gr ant , CHANGE Gr ant  
● SURF  Awar ds
● Wor k-St udy Resear c h Ass is t ant  Pr ogr am

Vis it  t he OUR webs it e  t o lear n mor e! 

Research/independent scholarship

https://ugradresearch.uconn.edu/meet-with-a-pra/
https://ugradresearch.uconn.edu/frontiers2023/
https://ugradresearch.uconn.edu/workshops/
https://ugradresearch.uconn.edu/


4.
APPLY

Holistic admissions
Applic at ion Over view

Suppor t



The majority of law schools take a holistic 
appr oac h t o admiss ions

“All f iles  ar e  holis t ic ally r eviewed and eac h par t  
of  eac h f ile  is  t aken int o c ons ider at ion.” 

- UConn Law Sc hool 

Applic at ions  ar e evaluat ed as  a whole -
admiss ions  dec is ions  ar e made based on mult iple  
f ac t or s : r ec ommendat ions , GPA, LSAT, 
per sonal s t at ement s , addit ional essays , e t c .

Holistic Admissions



Timeline
Applicants formally begin applying during the summer usually one year prior to when they 
plan to matriculate to law school. Most application deadlines are in Feb/March. 

Rolling Admissions
Committees evaluate applications as they are received. For best chances of admission & 
financial aid - APPLY EARLY. 

Aim for October/November , but only if application is truly complete. Don’t submit a rushed 
application to have it in as early as possible, you have to consider what is best for you as 
an individual applicant. 

Results 
Some law schools will inform applicants of their admissions status in just a few weeks, 
others will take months. Be patient after submitting applications!

Application Overview 

https://prelaw.uconn.edu/applications/




Main Application Components
Note - You can create an LSAC account any time (even if you’re not applying yet)

★Complet ed applic at ion
○ LSAC's  Cr edent ial Assembly Ser vic e (CAS) s implif ies  t he law sc hool applic at ion pr oc ess  f or  bot h 

c andidat es  and law sc hools . Wit h CAS, your  t r ansc r ipt s , le t t er s  of  r ec ommendat ion, and any ot her  
doc ument s  r equir ed f or  eac h of  your  law sc hool applic at ions  only need t o be sent  one t ime t o LSAC.

○ CAS subsc r ipt ion = $20 7  and is  good f or  5  year s
○ Eac h sc hool you apply t o = $4 5  + t heir  applic at ion f ee (if  applic able)
○ F ee waiver s ! Lear n mor e about  LSAC’s or  spec if ic  sc hools !

★GPA 
■ or der  t r ansc r ipt  f r om the r egis t r ar ; sent  dir ec t ly t o LSAC thr ough CAS 
■ LSAC c onver t s  your  GPA to t heir  sc ale, t his  GPA is  used f or  apps . 

★ LSAT sc or e
★ Let t er s  of  r ec ommendat ion
★Your  r esume
★ Poss ibly, addenda
★Your  per sonal s t at ement

Application Overview - LSAC 

https://www.lsac.org/lsat/register-lsat/lsat-cas-fees/fee-waivers-lsac-programs-and-services
https://prelaw.uconn.edu/applications/


Application Components - LSAT

LSAT Exam Overview : 
● Logic al Reasoning
● Reading Compr ehens ion 
● LSAT Ar gument at ive (an unsc or ed par t  of  t he LSAT, 5 0  mins ) 

How many t imes  c an I t ake t he LSAT?
● Can t ake a maximum of  3 t imes  in a s ingle t es t ing year
● You ar e limit ed t o 5  exams  in 5  year s
● You have a lif et ime limit  of  7  exams  in your  lif e  
● Most  applic ant s  t ake t he LSAT t wic e 
○ May & J une ar e popular  dat es  s inc e t hat  gives  t ime t o r et ake in t he f all if  

needed

All of  your  LSAT sc or es  ar e seen by law sc hools , unless  you pur c hase t he 
LSAT Preview for $45 which allows you to see your score before it is 
reported

https://www.lsac.org/lsat/prepare/types-lsat-questions
https://www.lsac.org/lsat/lsat-scoring/lsat-score-preview


Application Components - LORs
Most law schools will require at least 3 Letters of Recommendation :
- 2 from professors
- 1 from someone outside your coursework or outside of the university

The letters from professors should be from someone who:
- knows you well
- understands your strengths as a student 
- had you in class, researched with, or had some academic 

experience with
- could be from any course (doesn’t have to be law -related)

The letter(s) from someone outside of the university: 
- NOT a family member 
- Boss at a job, internship supervisor, coordinator of volunteer program
- Make sure the person writing the recommendation knows you well . 
- Don’t submit a letter from a big name who doesn’t truly know you 



Application Components - Addenda
Addendum - An opt ional par t  of  an applic at ion wher e applic ant s  c an explain 
anyt hing t hat  might  not  be c lear . 

Examples :
- Explaining a gap in a r esume
- Explaining gr ades  t hat  ar e inc ons is t ent  wit h t he r es t  of  t r ansc r ipt
- Explaining a c har ac t er  and f it ness  is sues  

Applic ant s  MUST explain any r un-ins  wit h t he law 
- Even speeding t ic ket s  need t o be r epor t ed t o law sc hools  (not  par k ing t ic ket s ) 

- It  is  bet t er  t o over -c ompensat e f or  legal is sues  by r epor t ing ever  disc r epanc y, 
r egar dless  of  how minor  t hey may seem



Application Components - Personal Statement
Typically you can re -use t he same per sonal s t at ement  f or  mos t  applic at ions , 
however , some sc hools  may have spec if ic  ques t ions  t hey want  you t o addr ess , 
t her ef or e it  is  c ommon t o have t o wr it e  mult iple  ver s ions . 

Addr ess  ques t ions  like:
- Who ar e you?
- What  ar e your  int er es t s?
- Why do you want  t o go t o law sc hool?
- What  do you hope t o do wit h a law degr ee? 

Your  per sonal s t at ement  should be genuine and sound like you. Do not  use it  as  an 
oppor t unit y t o use c omplic at ed legal jar gon and show of f  your  voc abular y. 

Edit ing and r evis ing is  EXTREMELY impor t ant ! Many people should r ead t his . 



Personal Statement - Resources
Writing Center

Cent er  f or  Car eer  Development

F ac ult y ment or s

Int er nship or  wor k  super visor s , espec ially if  t hey ar e in t he f ield

F amily or  f r iends  who c an speak  t o your  aut hent ic it y c oming t hr ough



Gap/Growth Years 

The average age of a law student is 25 , there is no rush to go straight to law 
school after completing undergrad

Professional experience is highly valued by many law schools & can make your 
application much more competitive 

Everyone’s journey to law school looks different, there is no “correct” way to 
navigate this process

We recommend that students who intend to take growth years should ask for 
recommendations from professors before graduating, and stay in contact. It is 
often difficult for professors to write students good letters years later: 
professors may retire, go on sabbatical, not remember you, etc. 
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Some Data
2023 Cycle National Data

69.9% 
acceptan

ce rate

37,750 
matricula

nts

~42,900 
accepted

~61,300 
applicant

s GPA range = 3.31 – 3.86 
(25th – 75th percentile)

LSAT range = 152 – 165 
(25th – 75th percentile)

For those accepted to law school…
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2023 Application Cycle
Those who applied to attend law school starting Fall 2023.

165 applied to law school for the 2023 cycle
• 129 were offered acceptance to 1+ law schools
• 114 matriculated
• The average number of law schools applied to was 7.7

UConn applicants’ acceptance rate to a law school in 2023 = 78.2%
*this is 8.3% higher than the national acceptance rate*

For those admitted to a law school:
• Average age was 25

• Ages ranged from 20 – 43
• Undergrad GPAs ranged from 2.0 – 4.0 with an ave. GPA of 3.54
• LSAT scores ranged from 144 – 175 with an average of 158.8



UPCOMING EVENTS



UConn Law School Fair
Wednesday October 16 t h

12pm – 3pm

St udent  Union Ballr oom on t he St or r s  Campus

Lear n mor e HERE!

Ther e will be over  4 0  r epr esent at ives  f r om c olleges  and univer s it ies  
ac r oss  t he c ount r y who ar e c oming t o c onnec t  wit h s t udent s , 
dialogue about  oppor t unit ies  in law, and pr ovide r esour c es  r egar ding 
t heir  spec if ic  sc hools .

https://prelaw.uconn.edu/lawfair/


UConn Law Admissions Events
Fall Open Houses (10/26 & 11/23)

Per sonal St at ement s  Wor kshop (9/ 17)

LOR Wor kshop (10 / 1)

Addendum Wor kshop (10 / 15 )

Tips  f or  1s t -Gen St udent s  (10 / 29)

Tips  f or  Non-Tr adit ional St udent s  (11/ 2)

Paying f or  Law Sc hool (11/ 26 )                RSVP & Mor e Inf o Her e! 

https://law.uconn.edu/admissions/jd-admissions/connect/


Pursue your passions during undergrad - major  in what  int er es t s  you!

Explor e dif f er ent  ac ademic  oppor t unit ies  and RESOURCES (like us  ) 
t o get  t he mos t  out  of  your  under gr aduat e educ at ion

St ar t  planning ear ly t o ensur e a smoot h applic at ion pr oc ess  

Ever yone’s  jour ney t o law sc hool is  dif f er ent , t her e is  no “c or r ec t ” 
way t o navigat e t he pr oc ess  

Key Takeaways



CONNECT WITH US!
Visit our website: pr elaw.uc onn.edu
if  you want  mor e inf or mat ion 

Email us  at  pr elaw@uc onn.edu
at  any t ime wit h ques t ions

F ollow us  on Ins t agr am
@uc onn_ pr elaw

https://prelaw.uconn.edu/
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